
NMHPCA’s vision is a healthy, equitable,
sustainable future for all New Mexicans
NMHPCA’s mission is to mobilize New Mexico healthcare

and public health professionals to advocate for climate
solutions that protect health and promote equity.

D O N A T E  H E R E

No matter the size, please consider making a donation to
NMHPCA today

OUR WORK IS  MADE POSSIBLE  IN  PART BY  OUR
GENEROUS MEMBERS AND PARTNERS

Please Consider a Donation

WWW.NMHPCA.ORG
nmhpca@gmail.com
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HEALTHY CLIMATE
CORNER BOARD SECRETARY

Climate change poses significant challenges to tribal
communities in New Mexico, impacting their health,
livelihoods, and cultural practices deeply rooted in their
connection to the land and natural resources. The
increasing temperatures, more intense and frequent
wildfires, and changes in precipitation patterns are not just
environmental issues but are closely linked to the health
and well-being of these communities. For instance, the
2022 New Mexico wildfire season, which saw approximately
one million acres burned, had profound effects on the
respiratory and cardiovascular health of families and water
quality and led to the displacement of thousands from
their homes in fragile communities. Indigenous and
Traditional Healing publications state that these events
underscore the vulnerability of tribal communities to
climate-induced health risks, including respiratory
problems from wildfire smoke, vector-borne diseases due
to shifting ecosystems, and water-related illnesses from
compromised water quality.

Moreover, the cultural and spiritual practices of tribal
communities, which are intricately tied to specific places
and species, face disruption from climate change. In a
2016 article on Climate Health and the Health of
Indigenous Populations put forth by the EPA,
environmental changes threaten traditional food
sources, medicinal plants, and the viability of cultural
ceremonies, impacting not just the physical but also the
mental health of Indigenous communities.

Efforts to adapt and mitigate these impacts are
underway, However, the challenges are complex,
requiring concerted efforts encompassing traditional
knowledge, scientific research, and policy support to
safeguard the health and cultural heritage of tribal
communities in New Mexico against the advancing
threats of climate change.

DR. MELISSA RILEY
(MESCALERO APACHE)

https://transform.ucsc.edu/work/research/indigenous-traditional-healing/
https://transform.ucsc.edu/work/research/indigenous-traditional-healing/
https://cerch.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/climate_change_and_the_health_of_indigenous_populations.pdf


EVENTS

Z O O M  L I N K

The staff and Board observed
Earth Day 2024 by attending the
inaugural Earth Day Festival in
Albuquerque on April 21st.

We met with dozens of New
Mexicans who are also working
toward equitable climate health.
We offered passersby extreme
heat education, ways to stay
healthy during wildfire season,
and our unique perspective on
climate health as health
professionals.

You, Christian Ojeda &
Evelyn Byrd, our student

volunteers!

Are you Interested In learning more about the role policy and advocacy plays in shaping climate health?

Are you looking to connect with other professionals? 

JOIN US every 4th Tuesday of the month 

Next Meeting: May 28th from 4 - 5 pm MST 

C O - L E A D S :  D R S .  P A U L  C H A R L T O N  &  K R I S T I N  G R A Z I A N O
Advocacy & Policy Workgroup

MONTHLY

MONTHLY

MONTHLY

https://zoom.us/j/95080604001


UPCOMING EVENTS

R E G I S T E R  F O R  A  W O R K S H O P  H E R E

The New Mexico Energy,
Minerals, and Natural
Resources Department
(EMNRD)’s Climate Policy
Bureau (CPB) is hosting
community events across
the state to debut and
collect feedback on New
Mexico’s first-ever State
Climate Adaptation and
Resilience Plan (CARP).
CPB will host in-person
events in six communities,
and there will also be
input opportunities
focused on Tribes and
Pueblos. 

NEW MEXICO REGIONAL 
CLIMATE RESIL IENCE WORKSHOPS

Interested  in  jo in ing  other  Hea l thy  C l imate  NM

members  at  one  of  these  events?

Sign  up  HERE

so  we can  e f fect ive ly  organize !  

July 11, 2024
Virtual Extreme Heat Summit

Hosted by Healthy Climate New Mexico
Health Professionals for Climate Action

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeg1qwnuMIA1NjVaXDBak_JX5xMWKduHknt7BAXHU_R9PAU7w/viewform
https://climateaction.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/39/2024/04/NM-C.A.R.P._03.06.24-1.pdf
https://climateaction.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/39/2024/04/NM-C.A.R.P._03.06.24-1.pdf
https://climateaction.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/39/2024/04/NM-C.A.R.P._03.06.24-1.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/179G1A_vFnnBX3Omyzg3n8h_N4E1UE_S6xqkkYpb61A8/edit#gid=0


P l e a s e  i n v i t e  N M H P C A  t o
l e a d  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o r

w o r k s h o p  f o r  y o u r  g r o u p .  
E m a i l

n m h p c a @ g m a i l . c o m  a n d
w e  w i l l  t a i l o r  a n

e d u c a t i o n a l  s e s s i o n  t o
m e e t  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s

n e e d s .

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r
c o n t r i b u t i n g  y o u r  t i m e

a n d  e x p e r t i s e  t o  c l i m a t e
a c t i o n  b y  b e c o m i n g  a  p a r t

o f  o u r  S p e a k e r s  B u r e a u .
E m a i l  n m h p c a @ g m a i l . c o m

t o  l e a r n  m o r e .
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